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on the unique, one time event which we
are seeking to address. What we have
done today is an important step toward
protecting consumers and businesses
from Y2K problems.

That said, | have some concerns
about the bill. Individual consumers
were not as well protected as they
should have been. While we’ve been
able to retain for small businesses as
large as 50 employees the ability to get
a broad array of damages, we were un-
able to get a complete exception for
consumers. Individuals have less bar-
gaining power and generally don’t pos-
sess the expertise or money required to
protect themselves as well as busi-
nesses. Therefore, I am hopeful in con-
ference we will get measures that ex-
empt consumers from certain sections
of the bill and allow them greater ac-
cess and bargaining power when Y2K
failures harm them.

| also have concerns about the bill’s
preemption of State contract and tort
law. The class action provisions of this
bill would allow for either party to re-
move an action from a State pro-
ceeding to Federal court at virtually
any time. This impedes State’s rights
and could harm individual plaintiffs by
forcing them to incur more litigation
costs by having to start anew in federal
court. Unlike large companies, individ-
uals often have difficulty traveling to
new venues and paying additional at-
torney’s fees. The court system should
encourage individuals who are harmed
to seek redress, not discourage them as
this bill does. | also hope we can work
on this in conference.

It is important to note that the
version that passed the House of Rep-
resentatives is an even worse bill for
consumers. It does not seek the bal-
ance between plaintiffs and defendants,
but resembles the pro-defendant bill
that originally passed from the Senate
Commerce Committee. The House bill
is a step backward from what was
achieved in the Senate. If we move at
all toward the House bill in conference,
I would hope and I'm confident that
many of my colleagues will join me in
opposing the conference report.

Overall, passing this bill helps get
the process going. It certainly is not
perfect and I am hopeful the problems
I have outlined can be dealt with in
conference. It is also my desire to see
the administration get involved in the
negotiations at conference.

My constituents, high-tech compa-
nies, and consumers deserve a bill that
is fair and just, allows for remediation
before filing suit, and protects people
and companies who have acted in good
faith.

MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to a period of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each, to ex-
tend for 40 minutes equally divided be-
tween the two leaders.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BUNNING). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, | sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, | ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GOR-
TON). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

GUIDANCE FOR THE DESIGNATION
OF EMERGENCIES AS A PART OF
THE BUDGET PROCESS

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port the motion to invoke cloture.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the pend-
ing amendment No. 297 to Calendar No. 89, S.
557, a bill to provide guidance for the des-
ignation of emergencies as a part of the
budget process:

Trent Lott, Pete Domenici, Rod Grams,
Mike Crapo, Bill Frist, Michael B.
Enzi, Ben Nighthorse Campbell, Judd
Gregg, Strom Thurmond, Chuck Hagel,
Thad Cochran, Rick Santorum, Paul
Coverdell, Jim Inhofe, Bob Smith of
New Hampshire and Wayne Allard.

VOTE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is, Is it the sense of the Sen-
ate that debate on amendment No. 297
to S. 557, a bill to provide guidance for
the designation of emergencies as a
part of the budget process, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are required under
the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. | announce that the
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
CHAFEE) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 53,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 166 Leg.]

YEAS—53
Abraham Enzi Lott
Allard Fitzgerald Lugar
Ashcroft Frist Mack
Bennett Gorton McCain
Bond Gramm McConnell
Brownback Grams Murkowski
Bunning Grassley Nickles
Burns Gregg Roberts
Campbell Hagel
Cochran Hatch gzgsti%::jsm
Collins Helms Shelb
Coverdell Hutchinson ey
Craig Hutchison Smith (NH)
Crapo Inhofe Smith (OR)
DeWine Jeffords Snowe
Domenici Kyl Specter
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Stevens Thompson Voinovich
Thomas Thurmond Warner

NAYS—46
Akaka Feingold Lincoln
Baucus Feinstein Mikulski
Bayh Graham Moynihan
Biden Harkin Murray
Bingaman Hollings Reed
Boxer Inouye Reid
Breaux Johnson Robb
Bryan Kennedy Rockefeller
Byrd Kerrey Roth
Cleland Kerry Sarbanes
Conrad Kohl Schumer
Daschle Landrieu Torricelli
Dodd Lautenberg Wellstone
Dorgan Leahy Wyden
Durbin Levin
Edwards Lieberman

NOT VOTING—1
Chafee

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 53, the nays are 46.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.

KOSOVO AND SOUTHWEST ASIA
EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1999—MO-
TION TO PROCEED

Mr. GRAMM addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, it is my
understanding now we are going to
have a debate on the cloture motion re-
lated to the steel loan guarantee pro-
gram. It is my further understanding
that there are two people in favor of it
who wish to speak for it. Senator NICK-
LES was going to speak against it.

I ask unanimous consent | might
have 5 minutes with Senator NICKLES,
so we would have 10 minutes in favor of
it and 10 minutes opposed to it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Who yields time?

Mr. BYRD addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is not in order. The Chair will rec-
ognize the Senator from West Virginia,
but his time will not start until the
Senate is in order.

The Senator from West Virginia.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, | thank
the Chair for his insistence upon order.

I urge my colleagues to vote for clo-
ture on this bill and to vote for the
bill. I am going to direct my remarks
to that portion of the bill, insofar as |
can in this brief period, that deals with
the steel loan guarantee. Mr. DOMENICI
and others will speak about the similar
oil and gas loan guarantee.

There is a real need for this legisla-
tion, for this assistance to American
firms and to American workers, and
that need is now. A crisis does exist in
our own steel industry. The illegal
dumping of below-cost steel into our
country is real.

Our domestic steel industry has been
seeking remedy through antidumping
and countervailing trade cases. The
Commerce Department tells us these
cases are being considered, but it takes
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